Days of hope

Ruben Morris will be two in November. He has Leber’s congenital amourosis and is registered blind. His mum Trudie has set up a website journal charting Ruben’s development. Last summer the family met the blind American echolocation expert Daniel Kish.

Here are some of Trudie’s inspiring thoughts.

July 2008

Daniel Kish was a breath of fresh air to watch the way he gets around. We feel that echolocation is something we would offer to Ruben should he be interested in learning how to use his flash sonar senses. Daniel Kish took time to talk with myself and Rob and told us to encourage Ruben to be as independent as possible and to not wrap him in cotton wool due to his blindness. He also advised that Ruben should use a cane as soon as he is mobile and understanding more.

July 2009 

Ruben is making more progression with his mobility and is happy to walk a little further more and more. His vocabulary expands by  the day and his brain is like a sponge. It is very obvious he is approaching the terrible twos! And we are off again with his elder brother Theo on holiday to the Costa Brava. 

July 23 
Today Ruben gained enough confidence to take his first steps alone. He was visiting his grandparents  when he just went for it and was very proud of himself! What a day to remember. I am very proud of our little boy – he is such a joy to watch. The next step will be teaching him to use his cane…

Daniel Kish

Using the same technique that bats use, 41-year-old blind American Daniel Kish is an echolocation expert. He teaches this method of orientation all over the world and holds seminars and workshops in the UK. He has led students on many activities that might seem daunting for people with severe visual impairment such as mountain biking and skateboarding, enabling them to recognise aspects of their surroundings by learning to recognise echoes produced by clicking their tongues.

